
Women's wear has increased more than has men's
wear in the period included in the table. The difference,
however, is not so great as many have been led to be-

lieve, being a trifle less than eight per cent.
To those who are inclined to think that the battle

for lower prices is won merely because the figures on

the price tickets bear slightly smaller amounts than
they did a few weeks ago, a study of this table will

make evident the fact that it will take a great many

such reductions to bring clothing prices back to any-

thing like what may be termed a normal basis At they

drop even 50 per cent they will still be much higher
than they were in 1917-191- 8.

have been carefully compiled over a long series of years.
The table which is presented here covers the coun-

try from New York to Seattle and from Norfolk to
Detroit. It shows that from 1915 to 1917 the rise in
clothing prices while heavy amounted to very little
when compared to the increases which followed in the
next three years.

It is shown also that New York, where hundreds of
garment making factories of the United States are
located, and where it might be supposed the retailers
would escape freight rates, suffered the greatest ad-

vance in the price of women's wear and the third great-
est advance in the price of men's clothing.

.nt is available for wearing apparel so that the
Per Auction with which we are concerned is limited to
?a 290,522 yards.

total requirements of woolen woven goods are
c rived to be 604,000,000 yards and here we fall short

r 1. mark by nearly 150,000,000 yards, our total pro-- 5

rtion being 455,043,801 yards.

It does not appear plausible to attempt to work out

cost of producing a cotton dress. There is no such
he
tandard as there is in men's clothing. Where, for in-cn- ce

. there be foundin such wearing apparel will
iythi'ng that corresponds to the staple, three piece

of increases in various cities:
1920

188.9
198.4

1919

175.90
183.08

1918

98.66
117.35

1917

49.55
54.75

189.5
228.9

172.05
209.13

112.79
122.54

45.31
49.92

207.7
202.6

211.78
232.86

137.06
141.29

51.91
50.03

235.1
186.1

203.53
163.16

123.66
102.54

46.91
46.46
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It is possible, however, to trace the cost of manu-

facturing cotton goods and to show the increases in

these costs in the last nine or ten years. Printed per--

ale is a staple with which every woman is familiar.

Ten years ago it was comparatively cheap, selling for
10 cents a yard. Last year it brought 25 cents.

The total mill cost of manufacturing this percale is
adds .62 cents and

12 40 cents a yard. Selling expense
the mill then adds 2.98 cents for its own profit. To
his must be added 2.50 cents for printing so that the

wholesale price is 18.50 cents a yard. The retailer adds

6 5 cents for his profit and there you have your price
of 25 cents.

In 1910 the total mill cost of producing a yard ot
this goods was only 4.95 cents. Since then the cost of

material has increased 66.94 per cent, the cost of labor

has increased 16.88 per cent and the mill expense has

increased 16.18 per cent. These things have all helped

to advance the price, as has the increase in the mills
nrofitl In 1910 the mills were content with a

profit of 1.05 cents a yard but in 1919 they took

2.50 cents. . .

It will be remembered that when the epidemic ot
overall clubs broke out last spring, one of the deter-

rents to the success of the movement was the tact that
most people found the price of overalls so high that
there was more economy in making the old suit last a

few weeks longer than there was in buying a suit of

denims.
Before the war blue denim jumpers and pants re-

tailed anywhere from 50 to.85 cents each. Today the

50 cent quality of 1910 retails for about $2 and the 85

cent quality brings $2.50.
The manufacturers' profits on a dozen of these gar-

ments has jumped from 50 cents in 1910 to $1.62 in

1919. The retailers' profits have risen from 1J cents

to 50 cents.
Finally, it may be interesting to the reader to note

the manner in which clothing prices have been ad-

vancing for the last several years in the principal cities

of the country. The figures of the Bureau of Later
Statistics are the most accurate and probably the only

mprehensive statistics gathered in the country. They

The following table shows the percentage

1915 1916

Baltimore
Men's wear 2.46 22.97

Women's wear 3.03 25.09

Boston
Men's wear 6.06 20.95

Women's wear 7.76 22.8:)

Chicago
Men's wear 8.51 26.53

Women's wear 6.15 l M

Detroit
Men's wear 1.70 IMS
Women's wear 3.00 18.JU

Norfolk
Men's wear 10.3L3

Women's wear lots

Philadelphia
3.30 16.15Men's wear

Women's wear 3.94 15.90

Seattle
.79 10.87Men's wear

Women's wear 1.55

New York
4.78 20.32Men's wear

Women's wear 4.87

Average increase of men's wear, 198

1920 figures are complete to June 30.

160.8
186.8

143.99
168.08

97.61
91.58

37.15
26.02

233.4
206.0

204.16
175.88

119.61
101.71

54.11
49.12

153.1
183.0

135.00
162.98

89.88
86.21

34.81
37.93

220.8
258.8

201.26
234.97

126.39
137.15

51.40
57.63

.66; average increase of women's wear, 206.32;
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